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SUB J : ILO-63RD INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONFERENCE (ILC) 

REF: STATE 102699 

1 . AMBASSADOR AND LABATT MET MAY 1 1 WITH MARCELO CURTO, CHIEF 
OF PORTUGUESE DELEGATION TO ILC. CURTO GENERALLY RECEPTIVE 
TO US POSITIONS ON CRITICAL ISSUES OUTLINED BY REFTEL. AS 
FORMER LABOR MINISTER AND CURRENT CHIEF OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
LABOR COMMITTEE, CURTO WILL HAVE CONSIDERABLE LEEWAY AS CHIEF 
OF PORTUGUESE DELEGATION. 

2. GOP FACED WITH DECISION WHETHER TO ASK COMMUNIST-CONTROLLED 
CGTP OR REPRESENTATIVES OF NASCENT DEMOCRATIC "OPEN LETTER" 
MOVEMENT TO ORGANIZE PORTUGUESE WORKER DELEGATION. EMBASSY 
WILL PUSH FOR REPRESENTATION BY "OPEN LETTER" GROUP, WHICH GOP 
ITSELF WOULD ALSO PREFER, BUT FINDS POLITICALLY RISKY. 

3. AMBASSADOR HAS REQUESTED APPOINTMENT WITH LABOR 
MINISTER MALDONADO GONELHA FOR MAY 18 AND EXPECTS TO SEE 
FOREIGN MINISTER ON SAME SUBJECT THIS WEEKEND. 
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